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Daytripper
Scrawl
by Tami Fertig
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Opening reception Thu., Sept. 4, 6-8 p.m., exhibyit runs through Oct. 11, Apexart,
297 Church St., New York, N.Y., 212-431-5270, apexart.org

Harey Spiller keeps about B0 collections.
Yellow pencils. Candy wrappers. Pictures of
unusual hairstyles. By his estimation, he owns
more Chinese takeout menus than anyone alse
in the world, and, @éven more Imprassive, he
crams them all into his teensy Manhattan
apartment. Can you blame the guy for wanting
ﬁhslf:in.i?c his stuff elsewhere, if only for a litle

]

For Scrawl, an exhibit opening tonight at NYC's
Apexart, Spiller shares a collection he started in 1985, when he spofted some JFK
conspiracy mumbo-jumbo stuck to a lamp postin Times Square. Over the years, he's
picked up roughly 200 other, equally confusing notes meant for everyone and no one
— scrawled on paper or cardboard and Scolch-taped 1o bus shelters, subway
platforms, sign posts and mallboxes. He's drawn 1o them not just for their cryptic
messages, but for their ability o rekindle his own memaries of finding them. “They all
form diaries and help me keep track of life as it rushes by,” he says. “You geta
snapshot of my travels. You can trace where M've been.”

The pieces themselves offer little in the
edi““lial way of explanation: Who is this author? LCbmuuwabnnntent J

Why did he fill a page with little symbals

he writes “Show everybody the dick Click Here
DiMaggio, Miller, Sinatra, J.F K.,

Crawford, etc. had in their mouth, F’m More
Cyanide™ mages

For Spiller, halfl the fun is chewing on

questions that his treasures inevitably |
raise. "Some seem impenatrable, but that |
doesn't mean | might not stumble upon
the answer. Making a show of them |s trying to figure them oul.”




