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Shadows affirm presence in our world, the exhibition If Shadows Could Shine delves into traumas, histories, 
and memories that saturate the lives of marginalized communities, residing in a shadowless void.

The three featured artists in this exhibition guide this artistic exploration, reimagining these removed and erased 
narratives to challenge the prevailing world order. Sa’dia Rehman attempts to construct a mobile mosque 
symbolizing climate devastation, tracing their family’s displacement in 1974 from an area along the Indus River 
in Pakistan due to the construction of the Tarbela Dam. Dan Jian navigates the intersection of spaces and 
self-contemplation, blending dream-like recollections of Chinese cultural symbols to create landscapes filled 
with imagination and mystery, frozen in a shadowless, timeless liminal space. Nayeon Yang probes the impact 
of global capitalization on migrant labor exploitation within and beyond South Korea, problematizing the 
entangled relationships among nations, labor, capital, and the arts.

In tracing family, cultural, and historical lineages, the artists assert value and disrupt hegemonic narratives, 
both materially and metaphorically. As we collectively unearth the elusive and obscure, If Shadows Could Shine 
beckons each of us to look closer into both the world at large and what lies immediately around us.

If Shadows Could Shine was selected through apexart’s Open Call. For more information and images visit 
https://apexart.org/cao.php or contact ash.hagerstrand@apexart.org.

Yi Cao is a contemporary art curator and writer based in Chicago and Beijing. She currently serves as the Director for the Society for 
Contemporary Art at the Art Institute of Chicago.

apexart’s program supporters past and present include the Milton and Sally Avery Arts Foundation, the Kettering Family Foundation, 
the National Endowment for the Arts, the Buhl Foundation,Bloomberg Philanthropies, Spencer Brownstone, the Kenneth A. Cowin 
Foundation, Epstein Teicher Philanthropies, The Greenwich Collection Ltd., William Talbott Hillman Foundation/Affirmation Arts Fund, 
the Fifth Floor Foundation, The Puffin Foundation, the Trust for Mutual Understanding, The Andy Warhol Foundation for the Visual Arts, 
and public funds from the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs in partnership with the City Council, public funds from Creative 
Engagement, supported by the New York State Council on the Arts with the support of Governor Andrew Cuomo and administered 
by LMCC, funds from NYSCA Electronic Media/Film in Partnership with Wave Farm: Media Arts Assistance Fund, with the support of 
Governor Andrew Cuomo and the New York State Legislature, as well as the New York State Council on the Arts with the support of 
the New York State Legislature.
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