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Art for Women's Lives
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Franchise location: Rio de Janeiro, Brazil
Art for Women's Lives is an exhibition developed and presented by women of different generations, races,
social classes, ages and Brazilian states, who use art as a way of approaching a sensitive and controversial
theme, historically present in humanity and in different cultures: abortion. There are 3 curators and 23 artists,
who, since 2020, through art, have organized themselves to guide the debate on the urgency of legal
abortion in Brazil.
With the country's ultra-conservative political leadership, the anti-gender agenda and a petition against the
decriminalization of abortion held in the Supreme Court since 2018, the right over the choices made for the
Brazilian woman's own body becomes increasingly threatened. Since 2011, 80% of the bills presented on the
topic have sought to increase the criminalization of abortion in the country, and today they are only allowed
in cases of risk of death of the pregnant woman, sexual violence or pregnancy of anencephalic fetus.
However, even in cases permitted by law, most Brazilian women are unaware of their right to access, or feel
threatened to take action whether by domestic circumstances or religious beliefs, amongst other reasons.
In a country where 5.5 million children do not have their father's name on the register and is estimated that
about one million abortions are performed annually, of which only about 1,700 are legal, according to the
Ministry for Health, and the practice still remains criminalized. In this context, the women who suffer most
from the consequences of an unsafe clandestine abortion are of low education, high economic vulnerability,
black and indigenous. Due to its status of criminal activity, abortion practices annually take hundreds of
Brazilian women to jail.
Faced with this overwhelming and politically charged scenario, Art for Women's Lives aims to be an aesthetic
exhibition of an active character, with a public program that pinpoints the sexual and reproductive rights of
Brazilian women, from lectures with health professionals and conversations with women curators and artists
of distinct ethnicities and backgrounds. In addition to the exhibition at Galeria Aymore, the works of art will
be exhibited with information on how to access the right to legal abortion by spreading informative posters
around the most vulnerable places in the city of Rio de Janeiro with the intention of removing obscured aura
and taking it for public debate.
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